
EPO accepts color drawings 
in patent applications
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Starting October 1, 2025, the European Patent Office (EPO) will allow European patent application
figures to be in color or grayscale, as long as the application is submitted electronically and meets a
series of requirements.
 
This is an important and long-awaited change that relaxes the previous requirement: European patent
applications could only include black and white drawings. 
 

Color drawings in patent applications

Specifically, the new regulations state that “when submitted electronically, drawings may also be in
color or grayscale, with durable lines, strokes, or areas that are uniform in thickness and well defined.
They must also have a high level of contrast and be suitable for viewing at a resolution of 300 dpi.”

However, in practice, this decision only affects applications filed with the EPO, so it is important to
note that:

In short, this is a new development that will benefit applicants when the details of the figure can be
better shown in color, but special attention will have to be paid to what other Offices require
when filing applications in multiple jurisdictions and to what these adopt in the future taking into
account the decision approved by the EPO in this area. 

2.  International patent applications filed under
the PCT (Patent Cooperation Treaty) must also
include black and white line drawings.

1. Currently, certain Patent Offices do not
accept color figures (or they do accept them,
but only in specific situations), so it is essential
to see how this new development unfolds in
practice and what decisions these Offices take
in the future.
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Disclaimer: Please note that the present communication is of a general nature. It is not intended as legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship. No
warranty of any kind is given with respect to the subject matter included herein or the completeness or accuracy of this note and no responsibility is assumed for any
actions (or lack thereof) taken as a result of relying on or in any way using information contained in this note. In no event shall we be liable for any damages resulting
from reliance on or use of this information. Any analysis regarding or related to the developments indicated above needs to be applied to a case in particular and
consulted or verified with local counsel in each jurisdiction.
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Global patent advice

At UNGRIA, we have a team of European patent attorneys who can advise and assist you
throughout the patent application process. 

Do you want to protect your invention? Contact us for more information.

CONTACT US

In conclusion, the entry into force of this new development will allow the use of color in drawings, but it
will have to be treated in a personalized fashion in order to evaluate pros and cons on a case-by-case
basis.

Disclaimer: Please note that the present communication is of a general nature. It is not intended as legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship. No
warranty of any kind is given with respect to the subject matter included herein or the completeness or accuracy of this note and no responsibility is assumed for any
actions (or lack thereof) taken as a result of relying on or in any way using information contained in this note. In no event shall we be liable for any damages resulting
from reliance on or use of this information. Any analysis regarding or related to the developments indicated above needs to be applied to a case in particular and
consulted or verified with local counsel in each jurisdiction.

https://www.ungria.es/en/services-patents
https://www.ungria.es/en/contact-office-madrid

